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AN 
ANSWER 
TO THE 
LT T TER 
Common-Council- _ Sc. 

SIR, 


| Begin with the latter part of your Let- 
| 1 ter, which concludes with Aon, 


that neither Party or Pique, Hope or 
Fear, Intereſt or Affection, but a Senſe of 
Duty, and to prevent the City from falling 
into a very dangerous Miſtake are the only 
Motives of that Addreſs; and that you have 
no Diſlike to Stocks Market, but from the 
Expence and other Inconveniences which 
the making choice of it would create. 
If thoſe were your only Motives, and pro- 
ceeded from an honeſt Heart, as you inſinu- 
ate, you would not have troubled the Pub- 
lick with Obſervations grounded on great 
Omiſſions, falſe Facts and imaginary Calcu- E 
A — lations, 25 
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lations, of which I ſhall endeavour to con- 
vince you, if other Motives than what you 
have mentioned, which I ſhall forbear to 
name, have not too great an Influence over 
you. | 

Your firſt Obſervation is upon the un- 
bounded Power the Committee had for their 
Expences, and that they were wholly left to 
their Diſcretion in that point, which muſt 
be intended as an Inſinuation that that 
Pow cr is new in itſelf, or elſe that the Com- 
mittee have made an ill Uſe of it; other- 
wite why 1s it mentioned? For it is certain 
that this Power is granted to almoſt all Com- 
mittces, and it is as certain that this Com- 
mittee have not made any uſe of it at all. 

You complain of the length of time the 
Committee took in preparing their Report, 
and yet in another place you are for taking 
more time, and conſidering well what we 
arc doing, as if nine Months had not been 
{uilicicnt for that purpoſe. 

You admit that Greſham College may be 
an improper Place, and yet are angry with 
tie Committee for not mentioning their 
Reaſons why they ſay it is difficult to be ob- 
taincd. I ꝑreſume you to be a young Com- 
r10n-Council-Man, and have not been mucl1 
acquainted with the Uſage of Committees; 
if you had, you would have known that it 
is not the Buſineſs of Committees to raiſe 
Arguments, and point out Facts obvious to 


every 
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every body in their Reports; but to ſtate in 
brief general Facts, and from thence deduce 
ſhort Inferences in lupport of the Opinion 
they give. But a matter ſo plain and to ob- 
vious as the Dithculties of obtaining Gre- 
ſham College for this uſe, no Citizen, much 
more a Common-Council-Man, can well 
be ignorant of; for is it not well known, 
that Sir Thomas Greſhaz gave the Royal 
Exchange, with this his Manſion-Houſe: to 
the City and the Mercer's Company for ſup- 
port of Lectures? And that Deviſe eſtabliſu- 
ed by Parliament has not the City and the 
Company conſenting, twice attempted in 
Parliament for Libercy to pull down and re- 
build this College, and as often refuſed; 

once when but one of the Profeſſors dis- 
ſented and oppoſed it, and another time, 
when the City, the Company, and ll the 
Profeſſors joined in the Application? So that 
you may as well form a Project for the re- 


moving the Exchange ro Moorfields, a place 


you ſeem to be fond of, (and from whence 
you ſhould have dated your Epiſtle) as the 
obtaining that College for a Manſion Houſe, 
and yet you would have had the Commit- 
tee expreſſed thoſe Dithculties in their Re- 
port; which, if they had, might be well 
cenſured as ſuperfluous and impertinent; a 
matter io oou¹s, that your Undert.and!'ig 
muſt have been very obſcure not to have 
known it, and your Oblervation icle: 35 105 
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trifling, that it needed no Anſwer, but in 
order to give you a little more Knowledge 
than you ſeem to have already. 

I could not believe that any Member of 
tae Common- Council would ia fo pub- 
lick a manner as you have choſen to do, 

traduce the Conduct of a Committee of that 

Court, unleſs it were to expoſe the Judg- 
ment of the whole Court itſelf, as not ca- 
pable of knowing the Capacities and Inte- 
grity of the Perſons they make choice of 
to be equal to the matters referred to their 
Conſideration, or elſe you would not have 
been ſo free with ſuch ſnarling Expre ſſions 
as [ſo general, ſo ſuperficial,] [very unfair, ] 
(whimſical) [{quandring away the City's Mo- 
ney,] and a great deal more of ſuch fine 
Language, of which you abound, and muſt. 
be allowed to be a great Maſter. 

The great point you are labouring, and 
think you have fully proved is, that to build 
at Stocks Market rather than at Leaden- Hall, 
would be wilifully throwing away upwards 
of thirty two thouſand Pounds or four 
fifths of the neceſſary Expence of the Ground 
to no purpoſe. 

Let us now ſec how you de- 
monſtrate this Calculation 
And firſt you ſtate the Rents 
which will be ſunk to the 
City, ſuppoſing the Man- 
£0n-Houſe to be erected in 


Leadeu- Hall, 


per Am. —= — — 2142 15 © 


30401. 


A new Wool- Hall 400 J. 40 


Rent of the ten Houſes that 


(7) 
Leaden -Hall, to amount to I. 6. d. 


Taking that in your own 
way of reckoning, I muſt 
crave the Liberty of adding 
what you have allowed in 
another place, the two Sh 
in the front of Leaden- Hall] 

To this ought to be added 
the Intereſt of the Money to 
be laid out in building a new 
Market to anſwer the uſe of 
Leaden Hall, given in at 


30 00 © 


28— 


In that caſe 10 l. per Cent. 
is uſually allowed, reckon 
therefore —— —— 30œol. 
c 380 Co 


Paving — — 400 40 
To this muſt be added the) 


are in Leaſe of about twenty? 
Vears to come as you value 
So the whole Loſs ſton 
and Building will be per Ann. — ” ” 
beſides what the Tenants in 
Poſſe ſſion of ten Houſes who 
have Leaſes of twenty Years 
to come will expect for their 
Good Will of quitting their 
Houſes, and the purchaſing in 


150 O0 © 


T8} 
the Leaſe of the two Shops 
in the Front ; which laſt you 
value at 120/. for both which 
Articles I ſhall account with 
you by and by. 


When Leaden-Hall is demoliſhed and 
the new Market built, the City then will 
have a piece of Ground for a, Manſion- 
Houſe, and as it will be as large or larger 
than Stocks Market, may be reaſonably pre- 
ſumed to be ofthe ſame Value. Let Srocks 

Mar bet be eſtimated as high as you pleaſe, 
your Compariſon of Ground at the Royal 
Exchange with Moorfields is ridiculous : 
Pray what difference is there in the diſtance 
from the. Exchange between Stocks Market 
and Leaden Hall? 


I am next to conſider the Calculation 


you have made of the Rents, which, as you 
apprehend, will accrue to the City from the 
propoſed new Market by removing the Lea- 
ther and Hide Market Warehouſes, &c. at 
Leaden Hall to the piece of Ground for 
which Tokez-Honſe Tard, &c. and part of 


the Tripe Market is to be employed. 


For the purpole of anſwer- 
ing Leaden-Hall, and for Ar- 
gument ſake, I am willing to 
allow you that the Ground 
within the Area of ſuch new 


Market, which is ſuppoſed may 


contain 


{ 


. * — 
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contain the like compaſs of 
Ground, as is now within 
the Building of Leaden- Hall, 
may yield the, ſame Profit as 
the Farmer ſays he makes of J. 4. 4 
it now, which is per Ann. 800 oo oo 
The Warehouſes and Bay-halls 442 oo oo 
Meal-Houſe and Seal-Office 20 O oo 
Wool-Hall —— — 110 I5 oo 

You charge a Value (which? 
muſt be only imaginary) of 
ſome waſte Pieces of Ground, 
which will be thrown out in| 
Building the new Market, but > 40 oO oo 
do not mention the Quantity | 


or Contents of it, how ſitu- 
ated, or which way to come 
at it 

For Argument ſake I al- 
low you that too, TO I5 oo 
makes in all 


It may be asked, what will be done with 
the Leather and Hide-Market Warehouſes, 
c. while the one is pulling down, and 
the other rebuilding ? Can it be ſuppoſed the 
India Company will wait the building of 
new Warehouſes for them? Or will they not 
fix elſewhere never to rcturn again? Or can 
it be imagined that all theſe Alterations 
can be made, and every thing perfected ac- 
cording to the ine: given in? And whe- 
B ther 


( 19 ) 
ther it is not well known that all Eſtimates 
generally fall much ſhort of what is after- 
wards laid out? And is it a convenient Situ- 
ation for a Manſon- Houſe to have a Leather 
and Hide-Market, with the common An- 
noyances unavoidably attending a Market, 
directly under the Walls and Windows of 
a Lord Mayor? But this you will excuſe 
as a Digreſſion; J mult return to your Cal- 
culations. 

I have only added to your) 
Account of the Rents to be 
ſunk at Leaden- Hall, the 
_ uſual Intereſt for Money laid 7 4 
out in building, which you "+. 
have allowed in another Place 272 NY OP 
to be a right Charge, but have | 
not mention'd the Sum, which | 
as before, make together per 


Ann. 1 
Deduct what you 2 
Eran 15 OO 


the new Market will yield as 
before expreſſed per Ann. 
os Fn. will be a certain 
Loſs by this new Market per 
Ann. according to your own 
way of computing 


— 


1290 00 00 


Which at twenty five Vears Purchaſe comes 
to 32250 J. and which is more than the Sum 


vou have valucd Stocks- Market, although 
at 1200 J. a Year. 


You 


(1) 

You may think I have been guilty of a 
very great Omiſſion, in not taking Notice 
of a material Article of no leſs than 650 J. 
a Year, which you would add as a yearly 
Profit to ariſe from this new Market, b 
placing a great number of Stalls for the Ac- 


commodation of Market People to be placed 


under a Piazza, which Profit is all imagi- 
nary and a bare Suppoſition even without 
a Probability, for one fourth or more of the 


_ preſent Market is now deſtitute of any ſuch 


Stalls, although there are Coverings in the 


Nature of Piazza's there already; and how 


can it be ſuppoſed that ſuch a great Number 
of Stalls more as you would make Provi- 
ſion for, will ever be ſupplied with Occu- 
piers? In the next Place, if che Building be 
on Piazza's, the Rents of the lower Ware- 


| houſes, which are of greateſt Uſe and Va- 


lue, the Meal-Houſe and Scaling-Office, and 
Bay-Hall will be entirely funk, or the Build- 


ing muſt be carried another ſtory higher to 


anſwer the preſent Uſe of Leaden-Hall, 
which will make it prepotterous, and much 
increaſe the Charge, it it be poſlible to be 
done on Piazza's; and ſuppoſing your Piazza 


| ſhould be in the inſide of the Building, that 
will be no more than what is already, and 


can be of no additional Adyantage. 
Lou are pleaſed to criticiſe upon the Word 
Stately, which the Committee have applicd 


io Leaden-Hall, and have omitted the Epi- 
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thet of Profitable likewiſe annexed to it; 
there are Beauties in it, which you have not 
diſcovered, though part of them are decayed 
by length of time. It is certain it is profi- 
table, and it is not reaſonable to quit a Cer- 
tainty for an Uncertainty ; if you do, the 
general Fate of Projectors may attend the 
putting it in Execution. 

Before I leave the Subject of Leaden Hall, 
I muſt mention one thing more which was 
taken Notice of in the Committee, but 
omitted in the Report, which much con- 
cerns thoſe that ſo warmly prefer Leaden- 
Hall for a Manſion-Hauſe, to that of Stocks 
Market, and it is this, That many very an- 
cient Acts of Parliament take Notice, and 
give ſome Privileges to Leaden- Hall as a 
Market for Leather; and alſo lay Penalties 
on thoſc Tanners and others, who neglect 
to bring their Leather to Leaden-Hall, par- 
ticularly the Statute of the firſt of Fames the 
Firſt, Chapter the 22d inflicts a Penalty of 
6 f. Sd. for every Hyde or Skin (which is 
more than the Value of ſome Skins) fold 
or houſed before it be brought ro Leaden- 
Hall to be ſearched and ſealed. 


And by the 1 zth and 14th of Charles the | 


Second, Chapter the 7th it is enacted, That 
the Market for Leather in Leaden-Hall in 
London, ſhall be kept on the Tueſday. 
N. B. It ſays in Leaden Hall, not near 
it, and can be underſtood of no other 
Place than the preſent Market. How 


7 7 
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How far the Tanners may be ſaid to com- 
ply with theſe Acts, by carrying their Lea- 
ther to another Market, though never fo 


near to Leaden Hall, ot how they will avoid 


the Penalties of the Act if they do, or whe- 
ther they will not have a fair Handle to 
deſert your Market, and carry their Goods 
to another, I leave it to the Lawyers to de- 
termine. 

Now let us come to your Valuation of 
Stocks Market, in which 1 cannot but ob- 
ſerve your Art in making your Calculation 
by a ſuppoſed Value cf a Purchaſe, rather 
than by the Rents; becauſe you had made a 
Deficiency of one hundred Pounds a Year, 
only in what the new Market might be ſup- 


poſed to yield, comparing it with the Pro- 


fits of Leaden-Hall : You arc pleaſed to va- 
lue that 100 J. at twenty five Years Purchaſe, 
in order to put the ſame Price on S7ocks 
Market, at the ratc of 1200/. per Ann. which 
has been very much inhanced in that way of 
reckoning. 

JI am glad to ſee you have agreed to abate 
300 J. per Ann. of what the Farmer ſays he 
makes of Stocks Market, becauſe it con- 
firms the Opinion of the Committee in the 
Diſtruſt they had of the Relation the Farmer 
made as to that 300 J. a Year at leaſt. And 
I will tell you the Reaſon why they believe 


the Profits are not ſo much as you compute 


it, for the Farmer never pretended till the 
| 3 


t 

iſcourſe of a Manſion Houſe did atiſe, 
that the Profits of that Market amounted to 

above 7 or 800 J. per Ann. but upon the 
general Opinion which hath prevailed in 
favour of that Place as the fitteſt for a Man- 
ſion Houſe, and that the City would want 
it before his Leaſe expired, the Value muſt 
be inhanced for him to make the bettcr 
Bargain. 

But i in order to have it believed, that the 
real Value is 1200 J. per Ann. we have your 
ipſe dixit, that a Perſon of Credit will give 
that Rent with undoubted Security, though 
it be reſtrained within its juſt Bounds ; what 
thoſe Bounds are you do not mention. I 
will not ſuppoſe you would extend it be- 
yond the Channel in the High- Street, but 
if you do mean ſo far, then the Market 
will be as great a Grievance by obſtructing 
the Paſſage, as it is now. And if your Per- 
fon of Credit was to be told he ſhould have 
no Ground further than the back of the 
Houſe, which, as a Market, ought to extend 
no farther, I believe 7 or $00/. a Near 
would be thought a good Rent for it; but 
whatever the Profits of that Market is, or 
may be let for, I take it to be intitely out of 
the Queſtion, for I muſt put you in mind of a 
material Circumſtance you have not thought 
ot, or wiltully omitted; for notwithſtand- 
ing there will be a Loſs to the City of 1290 /, 
« Year in Rents, and Money laid out in 

Buildings, 


( 15 ) 
Buildings, which, as I ſaid before, at twenty 
five Years Purchaſe comes to 322 50 J. only 
to procure a vacant Piece of Ground for a 
Manſion Houſe, and which Piece of Ground 
will be all the amends the City will have 
for the certain Loſs of 1290 J. a Year, that 
Piece of Ground, ſo valuable, has not been 
worthy of your Conſideration, nor have 
you put any Value at all upon it. Why 


ſhould one vacant Place of the ſame Diſtance 


from the Royal. Exchange, rather leſs than 
another Piece of Ground of the ſame, or 
near the ſame Diſtance from the Royal. 
Exchange, be valued by you at 30000 /. 
and no Value put on the other? Which will 
coſt the City as before is ſaid 32250 J. Why 
ſhould they not be of equal Value at leaſt? 
Which the Committee reported them to be. 
And if fo, then not the Rent of Stocks 

Market, or what it doth or may yield, 


'| ought to be charged to the Account of 


building a Manſion Houle at Stocks Market, 
but one Piece of Ground ſet againſt the other; 
and nothing more ought to be charged to 
the Account of Stocks Market, than the 
other annual Rents of the City for Houſes 
| of their own, which may be thought proper 
to be demoliſhed, and the Rents of ſuch 
| Houſes as the City may think 'proper to 
purchaſe to make a Manſion Houſe there 
more commodious, or add to its Beauty and 
Regularity. And you muſt be told, that 


you 


(16) 
you have miſtaken the Senſe of the Com- 


mittee, and what they have reported to be 


their Opinion; for although they have re- 
ported (as they have truly reported all things 
that appearcd to them either of one ſide of 
the Queſtion or the other) that a Sub-Com- 


- mittee was of Opinion, that ſome Houſes 


on the North Eaſt End of Valbroot, and on 


the upper End of Walbrook next the Poul- 
try, the Property of the Duke of Bedford, 


ſhould for the making a Building more com- 

modious be bought in; yet the Committee's 
Opinion as reported, is, that there is ſuf- 
ficient Ground at Stocks Market of the City's 
own Eſtate, to anſwer the Building of a 


Manſion Houſe every way ſuitable. And 


the Committee were ſo far from aiming at 
any Extravagance, or ſquandering away 
the City's Money, that they were for con- 
fining the Manſion Houſe within thoſe 
Bounds, leaving it to the Conſideration of 
the City, how tar the Opinion of their Sub- 
Committee ſhould take place. 

What the Committee meant in their Re- 
port by ſaying, there is ſufficient Ground of 
the City's own Eſtate, is this, that of courſe 
all the Market is ſo? The upper Houſe on 
the Eaſt Side of Walbrook is ſo alſo, as is 
likewiſe the back part of moſt of the other 
Houfes on the North Eaſt Corner of Wal. 


appears by Mr. Dance's Plan, which you 


often | 
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brook fronting Eaſt on the Market; and it 


GN 
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often mention, that the Manſion-Houſe 


| needs not extend any farther than the City's 


own Ground; but if the other part of thoſe 
Houſes fronting the Street is thought pro- 
per to be purchaſed, it may be reaſonably 
ſuppoſed, the ſame may be obtained upon 
eaſy Terms, when the back part of thoſe 


| Houſes are taken fom them. And as to 


Years 


the Houſes of the Duke of Bedford's, they 


may or may not be taken in, as the City 
ſhall think fir. 


But upon a Suppoſition that all thoſe 
Houſes are neceſſary to be bought, or what 
is the City's given up for that Uſe, let us 
conſider the Rents of them, as the Com- 
mittee and you have ſtated them. 

The Rents of the Houſes 


of reck twenty-five: 
purchaſe for Frechol 


—— noe noaron—nperely 


makes no more per Ann. than 414 O00 oo 


Which being deducted out of 1290/. per 
Ann. Rents and Intereſt Money, which is 
equally the ſame, ſunk at 3 re- 

C uces 
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duces it to 876. per Ann. which at twenty- 
five Ycars purchaſe, amounts to 21800 J. 
and which will be a certain Loſs to the 
City by building at Leaden- Hall more than 
at Stocks Market. 


I might allow you the extravagant Con- 


ſideration of 2000 J. to the Duke of Bed- 
ford's Tenants, which you, I ſuppoſe, com- 
pute equally with your Years of Purchaſe; 


but that I conſider the Allowance to Tenants 


of ten Houſes near Leaden-Hall, may be 
equal, if not excecd, three or four at Koc kt 
Market. 

Upon the whole you will ſoon perceive 
how much the Difference is between us. 
You fay the City will loſe by building a 
Houſe at Stocks Market 32750 l. And I 
think I have demonſtrated, even allowing 
your own Calculations, that the certain Loſs 
to the City by building at Leaden-Hall, and 
not at Stocks Market, will be 21800 l. and 


more, making together 28800 /. 

If thoſe Houſes are thought neceſſary to 
be purchaſed (which I think there is no oc- 
caſion for) there is no difference to the City 
whether they are bought or are the City's 
Property; beſides, if they ſhould be pur- 
chaſcd, there will not be occaſion for above 


if the Duke of Bedford's Houſes are not 
purchaſed, then there muſt be added to that 
Sum at twenty-five Years purchaſe 7000 J. 


half thg Depth of thoſe Houſes to be laid 
into 


(19) 


into the Street, the other that remains may 


be made fit for Tenants, and ler for half as 


much as they do now. Thus I think I have 


retorted your large imaginary Ballance to the 


other fide of the Queſtion ; and I might by 
a more exact Enquiry, according to the true 
Value of things, demonſtrate it to amount 
to a great deal more; but I chooſe rather 
to combat you with your own Weapons. 
As to the Market at Fleet Ditch, it was 
no part of the Committee's Enquiry, and 
is entirely out of the preſent Queſtion. A 
full Anſwer might be given to your Obſer- 
vations upon it, but here it is perfectly need- 
leſs: No doubt but by the Wiſdom of the 
City it will be employed to thc beſt Ad- 

vantage. 

Your Quibble about the Plans is very ex- 
traordinary ; ſurely you intended to make 
your Readers laugh and be merry upon it. 
You fay indeed [the Committee reported 


they had Plans ready, which is ſomething 
like a direct Anſwer, but is not ſo. | You 


have cunningly, you think, omitred the 
Words in the Report, which you had juſt 
before repeated of bcing [ready to be laid 
before you] could you not think they were 
in Court if called for? Another Expreſſion 
of yours is as extraordinary: [As to a Plan, 
how can one be choſen, when none are 
produced? } Such a Piece of Grimace a 
School Boy would be n for; but you 

2 abound 
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abound with Conundrums of that ſort too 
many and not worthy to be taken notice of. 
I come now to conſider your Obſervati- 
ons about the Expence of Building: The 
Committee told you they had taken no leſs 
than five Plans for building at Leaden-Hall 


and Stocks Market, and that they were not 
able co aſcertain the Coſts till the Place and 
Plan were find on. Every ane knows that 
ace converſant in building how long time 
is required even to obtain a Plan from Ar- 
chitects in full Employ; and it is certain 
that ſome of theſe were obtained but a few 
Days before the laſt meeting of the Com- 
mittee. There were nine ar ten diffcrent 
Plans, two for each Place, and ſome of 
them in different Forms by each Architect; 
and it might have taken perhaps nine Months 
more before they could have obtained full 
Eſtimates of the Charge. I believe you 
would have been pleaſed if the Committee 


had forborn their Report to that time, al- 


tho' with Impatience expected by others: 
The Committee therefore choſe rather to 
avoid the Multiplicity of ſo many ſeveral 
Eſtimates, which could be of no Service, 


till at leaſt the Place, if not the Plan itſelf 


was fix'd on. 
I told you at firſt that I did, like other 
curious People dipping into a Book, in which 
they expect ſomething extraordinary, begin 
at the Concluſion of your Epiſtle, from 
| whence 


— 
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whence generally is to be expected the Drift 
and Intent of the Author. And having 


begun my Anſwer where you left off, I 


then traced you ſo far as I have gone; and 
when I came to your 28th Page, containing 
ſo many diQatorial Expreſſions, I dropped 
my Pen, having before thought I was writ- 
ing to a Brother; but I muſt own theſe 
Words of yours ſtartled me, viz. [lt is ſaid 
the erecting of it will be for the Honour of 
the City ;] then the mighty Fiat is given 
by you | Let it be Exetted ;] and It is ſaid 
that if it be Erected, it ought to be Mag- 
nificent.} Then goes another Hat [Ter it 


be Magnificent.} 1 was afraid I had mi- 


ſtaken my Man, and had engaged with ſome 
great Perſonage ; but the Words immedi- 
ately following recovered me from thoſe 
fears; the Words are [Nothing I have of- 
fered can either impede its Erection, or tend 
to leſſen its Magnificence,] in which I hear- 
tily concur with you, and now again reſume 
my Stile as anſwering a Brother. 

You muſt have but a very indifferent Opi- 


nion of the whole Body of the Common 


Council, to think that they can be in- 
fluenced by publiſhing your random Calcu- 
Jations founded on mere Suppoſitions ; can- 
not they judge for themſelves without your 
Admonitions? It looks like a Diſtruſt of 
vour own Abilities to convince by your 
Oratory in Common Council, and — 

ore 


(22) 
fore appealing from their Judgment to the 
reſt of the World, before they (the Court 


of Common Council) have debated ir, and 


before the time they have taken to conſider 
of it; and it is in a Manner taking from them 
their free Choice. 08 

But I am inclinable to believe you ap- 
prehend the Senſe of your Brethren to be 
againſt you, becauſe you are for taking time 
to conſider, whether the nine Months 


time the Committee had will anſwer your 


Purpoſe, or what time will give you ſuf- 
ficient Opportunity of informing yourſelf 


doth not appear; I believe it muſt be a 
long time; for at laſt I find, after all you 


have ſaid in favour of Leaden Hall, you 
want another fit Place for a Manſion-Houle. 
You muſt of Courſe know London well, 
and it is a great Pity and a Misfortune to 
the City, you do not let us know what 
other Place you think more proper than 
Stocks Market or Leaden-Hall; though 
however it is thought, your real Mcaning is 
to have no Manſion-Houſe at all. 


You affirm you could ſay a great deal 


more from the preſent State of the City, 
if you were inclined to enter into Particu- 
lars, but that for many Reaſons you decline 
it. If you could or would tell us what we 
do not know already, we ſhall judge of the 
Uſefulneſs of it when we hear it; but to 
tell us what every one of the Common 
Council, 


Motive could you have but from an Ima- 


( 23) 
Council, who was preſent but three Months 


| ago, and what indeed almoſt every one con- 


verſant in the City's Aﬀairs knew before, 
rclating to the Duty on Coals, is far from 
giving us Inſtruction, and can be publiſhed 
with no other View, than to ſhew*the 
Nakedneſs of the City to the reſt of the 


World. 


And now having gone through your Let- 
ter, I leave it to yourſelf to conſider, and 


lay your Hand on your Heart, and reflect 


how far your Warmth and open Oppoſition, 
as yourſelf term it, have carried you, how 
you can ſay that neither Party nor Pique 
had any thing to doin your Addreſs. What 


gination of the Senſe of your own Judg- 

ment, ſuperior to others, who you mult ſup- 

pole ſo weak as to want your Inſtruction ? 
You have taken the Liberty of aſperſing 


a Committee choſen by the Common Coun- 


cil, whoſe Names are well known, and 
concealed your own, charging them with 
Falſities, and caſting odious Reflections 
upon them as misbehaving themſelves in 
Diſcharge of their Truſt in their publick 
Capacity. And if you had only aimed at 
Truth, the Scandal you ſo often beſtow 
might have been ſpared, and your Argu- 
ments ſupported in a more decent Manner; 
eſpecially as you aſſume to write in the Cha- 
racter of a Member of the ſame Body. 


Truth 


( 24) 1 
Truth will always prevail, and the A??! 
tempts of thoſe who endeavour to caſt a 


Veil over it by chimerical Eſtimates, will 
always be deſpiſed. And whatever the Pre- 


tence is, his View may be, he that 
raiſes an unn 


eceſſary Clamour, without any 
_ reaſonable Cauſe, will be juſtly cenſured 
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